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PC microprocessors ' Achievement of Floating Point Peformance
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Performance of floating point instructions on PC microprocessors was almost ignored for a long time. The situalion
has changed since the emergence of 3D processing and audiofvisnal encode/decoding for mainstream use. In 1998,
AMD began supporting 3DNow! instructions, and in 1999 Intel began supporting SSE. Both new instructions speed
up vector processing. New and upcoming 64bit processors continue this trend. Speeding up CPU clock is another
method for high speed processing. Because of aggressive battle between Intel and AMD, x86% clock is finally

leading other processors.
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